
REGISTRATION CHECKLIST

If submitting trial or natural hunting certificate applications at same time, 
include $35 processing fee for each certificate. Only ONE Go-to-Ground 
certificate is issued per dog; submit Open, Puppy Certificate, or Adult Open 
qualifying score sheet.  

Pedigree — minimum of 4 generations, signed by breeder. Be sure pedigree 
includes name and birthdate of terrier, name and address of breeder, and is 
SIGNED by the breeder.

Photographs - Signed by Veterinarian (3 photos; front and both sides, standing 
on hard surface with feet visible). No Polaroids! Remember - one photo will be 
used on your terrier’s pedigree.

JRTCA Veterinarian Certificate — completely filled out and signed by 
veterinarian within 30 days of application. Remember, the original MUST be 
submitted — no copies!

Stud Certificate — fully completed and signed by owner of sire.

JRTCA Membership. If you are not a member, have you enclosed a separate 
membership application and membership fee (in addition to the registration 
application & fee)?

Registration Application — completed, signed and dated; please mail in a 
large envelope; do not fold photographs!!! NO FAX COPIES!

Registration Fee — check or money order made payable to JRTCA for full 
amount of fee (U.S. dollars only!). 

Your application WILL NOT BE PROCESSED unless
ALL of the above have been submitted correctly!

THE ONLY EXCEPTIONS ARE SPAYED OR NEUTERED TERRIERS;
PLEASE USE THE SEPARATE APPLICATION FOR RECORDING!!

*IMPORTANT NOTE:  A Terrier's name, excluding the prefix, is restricted to
 two words, not to exceed a total of 15 letters/spaces.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

MEASURING YOUR TERRIER



APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

Terriers who do not meet the breed registry requirements, but do meet the general 
criteria for a Jack Russell, may qualify for the JRTCA Recording System. Records are 
maintained the same as for the breed registry, and a Certificate of Recording is issued 
which permits the terrier to qualify for JRTCA Trial and Natural Hunting Certificates. 
Terriers that possess a genetic defect, a disqualifying conformational fault, or do not 
have at least three generations of pedigree are rejected from both registration and 
recording unless spayed or neutered. Terriers over or under the JRTCA height standard 
are ineligible for registration or recording.



The Jack Russell Terrier Club of America encourages the use of health screenings and genetic testing prior to breeding to 
help preserve the health of the working Jack Russell Terrier. The following information is for all JRT owners.

 Health Screenings:

•BAER is the name of the test used to be sure your terrier can hear in both ears. This is done with a special machine by a vet 
that has been trained to conduct the test. It is often done on puppies before they go to their new homes, but can be done on 
older dogs at any time and is a one time test. Deafness is a problem in our breed and we are working toward a genetic marker 
for it.
•A CERF or CAER test is an annual eye exam conducted by an ophthalmologist to check for any number of possible eye 
diseases or problems. It is very important to have any changes in CERF/CAER exams reported to the Jack Russell Terrier 
Research Foundation as we are currently involved in research for cataracts and have potential to become involved in research 
for other eye diseases. If you need help locating a vet near you to do either BAER or CERF/CAER testing, please check the 
list in Members Only or the Research Foundation website. 

Genetic testing:

PLL - (Primary Lens Luxation) The lens of the eye is held in place by zonules ligaments, much like the springs of a trampoline. 
When these breakdown the lens separates from the eye, causing much pain and leads to blindness.
SCA - (Spino-cerebellar Ataxia) A neurological disease affecting the spinal cord and brainstem. Onset can be as early as 
3 months of age, and begins with an uncoordinated gait. Accompanied with Myokymia, a muscle disorder, the life expectancy 
is 18-24 months.
DM - (Degenerative Myelopathy) A disease causing spinal cord deterioration and progressive loss of function. Onset can be 
as early as 7 years old. Clinical  signs are dragging the hind toes and hind limb weakness, rapid progression will cause  
muscle wasting and complete loss of rear function. Much like Lou Gehrig's  disease in humans.

How to test:
Is your terrier's blood in the JRT - DNA bank housed at the University of Missouri? If so, you can order tests by downloading 
and submitting the completed forms with payment attached , to the University of Missouri. Forms are found here: 
http://www.jrt-research.com/testing/forms-library/
 
If your terrier's blood is not in the JRT - DNA bank, you can test by using a  cheek swab test available through the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals and UMO labs. You can order these tests by going to  and clicking on the red tag that www.offa.org
says "Order DNA Tests."
                                                                                            or 
You can request test results by submitting your terrier's blood to the JRT - DNA bank  which benefits future research.  Kits are 
available free of charge through the Jack Russell Terrier Foundation. All of the needed forms, the purple topped tube for the 
blood, and instructions are included. To  obtain a blood draw kit, contact Debbie Johnson at .Debbie@jrt-research.com
 
Once your genetic tests and health screenings are done the next step is to submit those tests to the Jack Russell Terrier 
Health Registry. www.jrthealthregistry.com

Why is a Health Registry important to our Breed?
The JRTRF and the JRTCA recognize the importance of a health registry for the Jack Russell Terrier. It will maintain a health 
information system providing information to owners and breeders. It will collate and disseminate information for genetic 
diseases and health screenings, becoming a valuable resource for future generations; oftentimes when breeders disappear, 
so do health records.
 
This is a volunteer data base. Dogs are submitted by their owners with proof of test results. All test results are housed within 
the system. Normal By Descent dogs will be accepted with copies of parentage tests, you will be able to verify each dog’s 
parents’ results allowing for NBD verification. 
 
For Breeders, the Health Registry will provide a reliable source of information regarding potential dogs they may use in 
their breeding programs.
 
For Buyers, the Health Registry provides information and results of a breeder's health testing program. For diseases that are 
limited to phenotypic evaluations, i.e. CERF and BAER, there are no guarantees but when breeding from Normal testing parents 
the probability of the disease drops considerably.
 
Whether your terriers hunt, breed, show or are beloved pets, the JRT Health Registry welcomes them to help paint a picture of 
the health of the breed and enable us to make informed decisions for the healthiest that our Jack Russell Terriers can be. 
 Submit those test results today!  www.jrthealthregistry.com
 
For more information or if you have any questions, contact Debbie Johnson at Debbie@jrt-research.com



STUD SERVICE CERTIFICATE







VETERINARIAN CERTIFICATE FOR REGISTRATION
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